
The Gandhi Study Circle (July-November 2017) 

 

The Gandhi Study Circle planned a series of activities starting this 

October 2017, and the calendar would run into Jan-April 2018. These 

activities commemorated the centenary of the birth of satyagraha in India. 

The activities might have been an occasion to learn about Gandhi’s work 

amongst the peasants in Champaran and textile workers during the 

Ahemedabad Mill Strike that led to the first labour union in India in 

1917-18. The founding of that labour union coincided with the outbreak 

of the Bolshevik Revolution. It was exactly a century ago that Gandhi 

discovered the Charkha himself although he had mentioned the Charkha 

in the Hind Swaraj that he wrote in 1909 without ever having seen one in 

his life. Incidentally, some of our faculty and student colleagues also 

made their own discoveries. Earlier this year, they discovered that there 

existed a Charkha Society at IP College in the 1940s. In a certain sense, 

the existence of the Charkha Society is only to be expected as our college 

was intensely involved in the national movement. The pioneering role of 

this College has been historically analysed by Meena Bhargava and 

Kalyani Dutta in their book The women’s movement and Delhi’s 

Indraprastha College (OUP).  

 

In collaboration with Loktantrashala, the Gandhi Study Circle organized 

lectures by PV Rajagopal of Ekta Parishad on “Mahatma Gandhi and the 

Theory of Non Violence” on 21 September  and Rajni Bakshi  on 

“Gandhi in the Contemporary World” on 13 October. 

 

This year the celebration for Gandhi Jayanti coincided with the 

inauguration of the renovated Kalavati Gupta Hostel. Alaap, the Equal 

Opportunities Cell, La Cadenza and the Fine Arts Society alongwith the 

Gandhi Study Circle participated in the programme. Nivedita Tuli 

(BMMMC, Semester V) read out a paper on “Indraprastha College's 

Gandhian Connection: Understanding Women's Role in India's Swaraj.” 

The Principal Dr. Babli Moitra Saraf announced the calendar for the 

month-long activities in celebration of Gandhi Jayanti. 

 



A screening of and discussion on certain snippets from Richard 

Attenborough’s movie “Gandhi” was organized. A discussion based on a 

reading of Vinay Lal’s “The Gandhi Everyone Loves to Hate” was co-ordinated 

by the Secretary of the Gandhi Study Circle, Anjalee Kumari on 14 

October 2017. Dr. Meena Bhargava, Department of History, Indraprastha 

College for Women spoke on “Perceiving Gandhi, Imbibing Influence: A 

Case of Indraprastha College of University of Delhi” on 26 October 2017. 

A poster making competition on the topic “Gandhi in the Contemporary 

World” was organized. 

 

An exhibition of panels from the National Gandhi Museum titled 

“Gandhi’s Vision of India” was organized from 2-6 November 2017 in 

Exhibition Foyer II of the college auditorium. On 3 November 2017 a 

lecture demonstration on “The Charkha and Its Relevance Today” was 

organized. Sanjoy Singha of the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and Sita 

Bimbrahw spoke on the occasion on the philosophy behind the charkha 

and its relevance in contemporary political economy. Students 

participated very enthusiastically in spinning the charkha. A kiosk of 

Khadi Ashram Kamla Nagar, Delhi and of books from the National 

Gandhi Museum was also set up. 
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